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There are various “ordering” mechanisms for describing Nature.  Descartes describes this “ordering” mechanism through his “mechanical universe,” Newton describes it through his “framework” and Darwin discusses it through his ideas of evolution.  These “ordering” mechanisms involve things such as [how the world continues because of some certain kind of universe,] Explain the involvement of God, a hierarchy, nature selection and reproduction.  All of which had social and moral implications.


Descartes notion of the “mechanical universe” is shown when he stated, “matter (is) made up of atoms, colors occur by the reflection of light waves of differing lengths, bodies obey the law of inertia, and the sun is the center of our solar system.”  He was implying that the world is a plenum of matter whirling about in large and small vortices, which allows there to be no void.  If there is no void there has to be some kind of mechanical thing that is allowing everything to work the way that it does, otherwise there would be ciaos.Chaos

Descartes’ mechanical universe created questions when it came to God being involved in his mechanical universe.  He had said that, “God set up mathematical laws in nature as a king sets up laws in his kingdom.”  What he means by that was God originally created the world by putting matter into motion according to certain laws, time took care of the rest making it appear that everything that is matter is in motion.<-Good point  He believed that there are only two real or primary substances in the universe, one being matter, which is defined as extension and is infinitely divisible, and the other, the mind, which is non-extended and immaterial, it is endowed in each of us by God.  


Descartes uses the hierarchical world view to show that humans distinct from Nature.  He believed that only man is endowed with a mind, that he could act freely, but only as a mind in an automaton.  Animals, on the other hand, do not have minds or reason, they are nothing more than elaborately contrived machines or automatons.  God is the only thing that can be above humans and everything else, the rocks, the animals, the trees, which to him are considered to be the parts of nature, are all below humans.<-Good paragraph

Newton invented his “framework” as a scientific method that he presented as his methodology in a set of four rules that explained the scientific reasons of things.  The first one he says that we are to admit no more causes of natural things such as are both true and sufficient to explain their appearances.  Second, the same natural effect must be assigned to the same cause; third, qualities of bodies are to be esteemed as universal.  The forth rule is the propositions deduced from observation of phenomena should be viewed as accurate until other phenomena contradict them.


Darwin’s theory of natural selection have a few factors which are variability exists within species, variant traits may be inherited and from Malthus’s principle of overproduction, many individuals must often die or fail to reproduce.  In this “struggle for existence,” variants that were slightly better suited to the environment would be more likely to survive.


When Newton said that the same natural effect must be assigned to the same cause, he meant that nature and man are the same.  On the other hand, Descartes said that nature and man can’t be the same.  They are completely different entities and man is the most superior race after God.  Darwin is just saying there isn’t really a hierarchy, but there is a difference between the two, nature and man.  Creatures that are more prone to nature and understand nature better are the ones that are going to survive.  The social and moral implication is nature being equal to humans.  Humans didn’t, and some still don’t, want to believe that nature or any other creature than themselves could possibly be an equal to themselves.  Just like today, people don’t want to believe Darwin’s thoughts because it would mean that man and God aren’t going to be in a hierarchy.  It goes against what was taught to them for centuries.  People aren’t willing to except this and change their believes.


Descartes believed that if someone were to find the answer to the one thing that would answer the question of what makes the “mechanical universe” continue to work the way that it does, then everything will be answered for every other question that someone has about the universe.  Newton on the other hand believed that things can be improved from what is said.  Ideas are always going to be incomplete, but that doesn’t mean that they aren’t truths.  Newton realized that not just one thing is going to answer everything.  The social and moral implication is not knowing the answer to everything.   People start to wonder what is truth and if someone has really found the truth or can even find the truth.  No one really knows what is going to be true in science and what isn’t.


The only person that involved God in any of these new scientific ordering systems was Descartes.  That was only to say God created the universe and started the structure of the “mechanical universe.”  God therefore, didn’t really do anything with the universe after creating it.  Newton and Darwin never talked about God, but instead nature. <-Wrong, both discussed God, but only to a limited extent.  The social and moral implication is God’s involvement or not in the creation and maintaining of the universe.  People start to question religion and what role it really plays in people’s lives.  Is it really like what people say that it is and God controls everything or does nature really control it all?  Once again this is just an example of what problems people are having today.  There is this fear that there really isn’t a hierarchy and people wouldn’t know where this uncertainty would leave them.


Through Descartes description of his “mechanical universe,” Newton “framework” and Darwin ideas of evolution, we begin to understand the various “ordering” mechanisms for describing Nature.  Whether it be caused by the world continuing because of some certain kind of universe, the involvement of God, a hierarchy, nature selection or reproduction.  All have social and moral implications, but leads us to understand Nature and what may have caused Nature to be the way that it is now.

 You need some more, concrete examples, otherwise a good essay. A-

