
A Dilemma:

The Earth is a Machine → go ahead and use if 
up as quickly as possible because we believe 
that standards of living will get better and 
increasingly improve people’s lives.  Maybe or 
maybe not.

What we do know is that we are using up 
resources as fast as possible.  Why?

Increased prosperity is 
the American dream of 
the 1950s?



Only if we have large demands can we 
expect large production. Therefore, it is 
important that in planning for the 
postwar period, we give adequate 
consideration to the need for 
ever-increasing consumption on the part 
of our people as one of the prime 
requisites for prosperity. (Robert Nathan 
1944 - an economic advisor to the White 
House).

Our enormously productive economy demands 
that we make consumption our way of life, that we 
convert the buying and use of goods into rituals , 
that we seek our spiritual satisfactions, our ego 
satisfactions, in consumption. The measure of 
social status , of social acceptance, of prestige , is 
now to be found in our consumptive patterns. The 
very meaning and significance of our lives is 
today expressed in consumptive terms (Victor 
Lebow 1955 - The Journal of Retailing)

Some new words
●Consumerism
●Franchise
●Planned Obsolescence

This leads directly to the Throw-away Society

How does pressure to conform affect 
the American dream?

How does advertising promote certain 
lifestyles and ideals?

Who might be excluded from the new 
prosperity?



t was not through eugenic breeding or racial extermination [Nazi style] that Stalin applied his social Darwinism but by identifying political noncompliants and dissidents and expunging them from the body politic through execution, banishment, forced labor, and imprisonment. Stalin declared in a speech to the Fifteenth Party Congress that Our party is a living organism. As in every organism a metabolism takes place: old, obsolete stuff dies off; new growing things flourish and develop. Stalin, so Solzhenitsyn believed, took this dying off quite literally and the he, 
Stalin, of course, was there to guide, encourage, and usher in by sometimes ruthless means the "new". And so the Gulags were formed...
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● The mainspring of the American standard of living is High and Increasing 
Productivity!

● We take abundance for granted as we consume more than half of the world's coffee 
and rubber, almost half of the steel, a quarter of the coal and nearly two-thirds of 
the crude oil ( At this time the US had only 1/15th the population of the world ).

The 1946 Employment Act named "purchasing power" as one of the things 
government was meant to promote. Along the way the Ad Council cheered them on, 
casting consumption as what distinguished happy capitalists from those poor 
beleagured souls living under the communist boot.

Visual themes: 

○ consumption/buying = freedom
○ freedom makes people happy
○ Men wear hats and smoke pipes
○ Women wear skirts/dresses and are always happy
○ Kids are spoiled because they get stuff and this is the American Way 
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American in the 1950s: The Decade that Changed 
Everything: The Atomic Age; Prosperity for All; 
Interstates; Suburbia; Television; Rock N Roll; The 
Age of Advertising; The Happy Homemaker and 
the Origin of Sexism; The Origin of the Perceived 
American family unit - two happy white kids ...

Tooth Decay = 
Communism

Freedom, Freedom, Freedom

Through convenience

Ain’t technology grand

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m7t9YlMxWoE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZXikLjiHUA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9_tFbPgC8U
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Slogans R US and We can 
Sell
American, Any Fucking 
Thing just by making up 
words and creating Leisure 
Time

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWOt25_btqg




The Progamming Of Society 
which Determines our Values

This iS Fuckin’ NUTS!!!



The 1950s Wholesale 
Conversion to Suburbia 
and Conformity

What happened to 
Rugged Individualism?

This is just another 
form of the Soviet Man

As a result of suburbia + interstates the US 
built the most energy intensive 
transportation economy that could be 
built. But since the price of gas was so 
low, and America produced 50% of world 
oil during the 1950's, any problems with 
this approach in the longer term were 
wholly ignored.

And so set the stage for every increasing production 
and consumption. American prosperity required 
dominating the world in trade and products and for a 
long time we did and in the short term, it certainly did 
pay off. Life in the 1950s and 1960s was a lot better 
than life in the 1920's and 1930's - personal prosperity 
and personal productivity were very high and the free 
market society was borne without boundaries. 

But what will life be like in 2045 compared to 2015? 



Remember, its all about getting 
products to market as fast as 
possibnle





You are Currently Living in 
the Most Unsustainable 
Period in History

Is this our value system?


